INTRODUCTION 


The Centenary of the Sandakan Herbarium 


The Sandakan Herbarium turns a hundred years old this year. It was set up in 1916, after D.M. 
Matthews initiated his forest surveys and inventories around Sandakan and the east coast 
of Sabah. Although the Sandakan Herbarium experienced two major catastrophic setbacks, 
first due to war, and then to fire, the great efforts and dedication of forest conservators, 
forest botanists and many plant collectors have ensured the survival and continuation of 
the herbarium. In its long and varied history, we must recall the contributions of Dr Willem 
Meijer, who had put all his energy into reorganization of the Sandakan Herbarium after the 
fire in 1961. 


The present Sandakan Herbarium is housed in its own building at the Forest Research Centre 
in Sepilok, with about 200,000 accessions, and has become a veritable scientific archive 
of the vegetation and flora of Sabah and Borneo. Due to its significant role in supporting 
various forestry programmes and plant science, the Sabah Forestry Department’s Sandakan 
Herbarium is undoubtedly a special heritage. 


The achievements of the herbarium and those who have been associated with it are tangible 
and something we are all proud of. The excellence of the Herbarium lives on through the 
everyday tasks done well by its staff members— from plant collecting, specimen processing, 
mounting, through the identification process and incorporation into the Herbarium as a 
reference item, to documentation. As befitting a forestry-centred facility, the Herbarium 
supports forest inventories carried out for management purposes, assessing the diversity 
and special value of the plant life in an area, whether a district, forestry compartment, or 
even site, informing decisions made in the management process, and often supporting 
special conservation plans. As Sabah is an important part of Borneo with its own floristic 
specializations, the activities of the Herbarium in scientific documentation, from botanical 
studies of species and families to the publication of such results, are highly relevant to our 
understanding of the flora on this island. 


To mark this special milestone in the history of the Sabah Forestry Department, the centenary 
of the Sandakan Herbarium is celebrated over two special issues of our botanical journal 
Sandakania. 1 am pleased to introduce the first of these issues. 
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